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the November 2000 election to build bipartisan support for his reelection when the 
Texas Legislature met for its regular session in January. Not only did every Democratic 
member of the Texas House vote for Laney, every Republican member did as well, 
despite the fact that he was a candidate from the opposition party. Unanimous or near-
unanimous election was the norm in the Texas House of Representatives prior to 2002.

Pete Laney’s tenure ended not because of dissatisfaction within his own party 
over his leadership but because of the loss of the Democratic majority; the advent of 
Republican control over the chamber in 2003 resulted in the first Republican Speaker 
in the modern era, Tom Craddick (R–Midland). However, Craddick’s autocratic style of 
leadership garnered him many critics. Craddick was accused of using procedural tricks 
to deny opponents in his own party the right to speak during procedural motions,1 
and he also claimed he had the absolute power to recognize members during regular 
debates or procedural motions.2 Craddick alienated his fellow Republicans, resulting 
in 20 percent of the Texas House voting against him for Speaker in January 2007,3 an 
unusually high level of opposition in the modern era. This, coupled with the loss of 
seats to the Democrats during the November 2008 election for the Texas Legislature, 
changed the dynamics of support for the Speaker. Attitudes within the Texas House 
and in the general public seemed to shift in favor of a more bipartisan approach to the 
workings in the House. Two years later, as the 81st Texas Legislature opened its session 
in January 2009, the members of the Texas House replaced Craddick with relative 
newcomer Joe Straus (R–San Antonio) on a unanimous vote.

Straus’s embrace of “normal” operations—that is, a bipartisan approach in which 
the majority party works with the minority party to produce a broader consensus 
approach to legislation—reflects the style used by his predecessors throughout most 
of the twentieth century. However, bipartisanship created some of the Republican 

Joe Straus was reelected 
Speaker of the Texas 
House by a nearly 
unanimous vote in 2015. 
The Speaker is one of the 
most powerful positions 
in Texas government.
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